SOC 3120 Social Psychology

Prof. J. Scott Kenney
Lecture 3: The Early Interactionists:
* Today we will consider an overview of the work of Wm. James, J. Dewey, C.H. Cooley, W.I. Thomas, & G.H. Mead.





      William James:

* Focused on interrelationship between instinct, habit & self. 

- Instinct=faculty of acting in such a way as to produce certain ends w/o foresight of ends. Physiological link to capability for higher mental activities like memory. Once established, instinct unnecessary. 

-Habits shape direction of instinct, may inhibit them, and instincts themselves may be contradictory so as to block behavior. 


-Instinct is malleable & not interesting once giving rise &

          direction by habit. 

- Self=”the sum total of all that the individual may call his. 4    aspects: material, social, spiritual & pure ego (or “I”)

- Social self: one has as many as there are individuals who    recognize and carry an image of him in their mind (also fall into     classes or groups). May be harmonious or conflictual

-Human need to enhance social self starts in instinct, but developed   interactively between social context & subjective aspirations of   individual. 


-Self-esteem=ratio of success to pretensions


-Interactional, not deterministic approach, focused on human

           creativity made capable by society






   John Dewey:
* Chicago philosopher critical of impracticality of philosophy

* Dewey feels philosophy of a given place & period reflects its values. Humans, their environment & thoughts are interrelated aspects of a larger reality. The interrelation between an individual & group mediated by habit. 

* We cannot focus solely on individual or simple stimulus-response. The  sensation at any given time depends upon the way an activity is being used. Mind not so much structure as function - based in adaptive behavior in an ever changing environment. Basically Dewy erased superimposed internal mental & external behavioral boundaries. Posited an integrated mind, body & environment

* Language is key to humans living a meaningful existence, locating thoughts, feelings & beliefs in the social environment in themselves & in the selves of others. Communication =prerequisite to mental development

* Dewey was interested in educational reform, & his social views emphasized making pragmatic changes in society, observing the results, and acting accordingly. 





Charles Horton Cooley:
* Emphasized the primacy of group life compared to the many individual centered analysts at the time

* The organic vs. mental nature of society: social organization as “a vast tissue of reciprocal activity, differentiated into innumerable systems” BUT ALSO existing in the minds of particular individuals. Many socially interacting minds provide the glue holding the interdependent organization together.

* Methodologically, we must avoid placing our interpretations over those of participants. Sympathetic introspection needed to tap meanings/interpretations of participants themselves

* Cooley’s major concepts:


(1) The primary group: those characterized by intimate face to face

               association & cooperation (e.g. family). Individual identifies

               with these, and, though not necessarily harmonious, they

               involve a sharing of expectations in a dialectic of personal  

               growth

(2) Human nature: (i) strictly hereditary + particular; (ii) relatively   

    stable biological nature slowly evolving; & (iii) social. The     

    latter develops within primary groups, characterized by sense of

             self, ethical standards, etc. This is the most flexible aspect.

(3) The looking glass self: Based upon childrens’ tremendous   

     capacity for social learning. Social experiences, mediated   

     through primary groups, shape child as moral/behavioral entity   

     & give direction to self-concept. Self develops as feelings of   

     power & control emerge. Identity is obtained when the child  

     becomes aware of the fact that the picture of who s/he is     

     reflects the imagination of others concerning him/her. There 

     are 3 components: (i) the imagination of our appearance to the   

     other; (ii) the imagination of his judgement of that appearance;

     & (iii) some sort of self-feeling, such as pride or mortification

* Cooley also felt his work provided keys to intelligent social planning: in changing society there remains a need for some form of primary groups to nourish the changing self.






W.I. Thomas:

* Focused on motivation in a rapidly changing, disorganized society

* Evolution in his work over time away from a primarily biological, individualistic orientation to a primarily social approach that saw society overriding a plastic, inborn nature. 


- 1896: food & sex primary motivational factors


- 1907: organic differences between women & men vs. social

            norms


- 1923: “the wishes” - social/biological factors that sensitize an

           individual to a stimulus & quicken its response (e.g. wish for new

          experience came from disposition of curiosity; security from fear) 


- habits emerge & behavior continues habitually until a crisis.

           Meeting new needs that emerge, based on social resources,         

           enables individual/group control over situation


- Definition of the situation: “as if” behavior. Deliberation prior to

           action done on basis of what people think will result. “What is

           defined as real is real in its consequences.” For the purpose of

           motivation, the real facts are the ways in which people socially

           come to define situations. 





     George Herbert Mead:
* Constructed a functional theory of the mind like Dewey: “the mind is an instrument which finds its reality in behavioral manifestations: it exists not as structure but in conduct that is not confined to the individual much less located in the brain.” The mind is a tool seeking an adjustive relationship between the individual & environment, selectively using previous experience to determine the nature of the stimulus attended to.

* Minds cannot be presupposed (e.g. like Wundt posited), but develop out of, & are part of a social process already present. They emerge out of communicative interaction with biological entities that have physically evolved to the point that this next stage becomes possible: reflexiveness: the “turning back of the experience of the individual upon himself.”

* All thought commences with problems, and solving them involves perception, a mediating process between the person & environment, as well as reference to pragmatic social values: “every perceived thing is in so far as perceived a recognized means to a possible end”

* The act: a stimulus and response on the basis of an inner condition which sensitizes the system to a stimulus & quickens the response


- initiated either at social level by gesture or individual level by

           impulse (e.g. a wave or hunger)

-perception follows based on cultural framework (meaning of   

  wave, what to eat)


- manipulation follows in response (looking in fridge)


- consummation completes the act (eating)


- different responses to stimuli can give act, or series of acts, a

           different trajectory


- acts are accumulative, & selectively refer back and forward to

           past/future as well as our ability to put selves in place of each

           other

* Social conduct:


- social conduct is mediated by the stimulations of others/evolves


- society=macrocosm of processes involved in thought, perception

           & interaction of individuals


- the act is linked to language. Speech arises out of cooperative

           activities where one phase of the act acts as a stimulus to others to

           carry out their parts. Vocal gestures & the behavior linked to 

           them provide the basis for symbolic interaction 


- “vocal gestures in the form of symbols are nothing but a stimulus

           whose response is given in advance.”


- Reasoning power involves references to the relationships between

           things through the use of symbols (i.e. language) learned in

            interaction in a particular society

- The establishment of social control and cooperation, which is    

   necessary for the survival of society, depends on the extent to

   which individuals in society are able to assume, symbolically, the   

   attitudes of others who are involved with them in a common    

   endeavour.
* Philosophy of the present:

- time must be considered in qualitative terms, and is always linked    to the present. The present is the seat of reality such that "the past   is not a fixed condition of a structured time period, but may vary   in accordance with any particular present." Similarly, Mead writes   "the world that comes to us from the past possesses and controls   us. We possess and control the world that we discover and invent."   Reality is situated within emergent process where the individual   "belongs to a system which determines him in part, and at the    same time to a system which he determines."

* The self:

- self development processes in children are characterized by two general stages: Play,  characterized by spontaneity on the part of the child,  enables the development of elementary role-taking. Secondly, games result from an internalization of the roles of others (e.g. baseball). This gradually evolves such that  the self becomes individually incorporated through having assumed the generalized attitude of a member of the group to which the self belongs, a group that widens until it takes in all rational individuals (i.e. all individuals who could indicate to one another universal characters and objects in cooperative activity).
- This fully formed self is composed of two component processes: the "I" and the "me." These represent internalized dual systems of non-determinacy (the "I"), and determinacy (the "me.") Much controversy swirls around exactly what Mead meant by the "I."


Defining Characteristics of Early Interactionism:

* These include the following elements:

(1)  a move away from the primarily individualistic orientation of early American sociology to consider an interactive, mutually constitutive  unity between individuals & society. Implications:


- the introduction of the interpretive element into human behavior


- an explanation of the social genesis of the self becomes possible


- the introduction of the concept of creative emergence ruling out

           theories of extreme biological or group determinism 

(2) a concern for the development of self and personality, coupled with a recognition that the biological factor in human beings must be dealt with by any valid theory of motivation. Focus on impulses (that can be defined and satisfied in society) vs. instincts (more traditionally seen as hindered by society)

(3) emphasis on symbolic behavior: language and non-vocal gestures are key to social behavior, motivation, activity, interpretation, just about anything discussed today.

(4) the nature of the research generated: Now, few if any in sociology question either the importance of the group as a factor in the motivation of behavior or that the sources of motivation do not reside in instincts. What finds, instead, is that the vast majority of the later attempts to test aspects of the theory have dealt with the concepts of self, identity, role and role-taking, and reference groups. Indeed, there has been an increase in interest in these concepts throughout this century. The early formulations of interactionism provided the basis for each of these subsequent developments. 
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