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SOC 3120 Social Psychology





        Prof. J. S. Kenney




       Overheads Class 1:





What is Social Psychology?

* Naming selves, others and activities: reciprocal effects 

* Two terms:  (1) Social Psychology



    (2) Symbolic Interactionism (S.I.)

* Social Psychology: Confusion/Used by both sociologists and 



 psychologists

* Early work:(1908) William McDougall (begin with instinct)



   (1908) Edward Ross (begin with society)

* Today split continues:



   Separate traditions, theories, methods of research

* Psychologists: Main interest in processes such as learning,

                            cognition and emotion: not social setting




  Individual = unit of analysis

* Sociologists: Main interest: patterns of conduct among groups,

                communities, social classes and societies




 Social groups = unit of analysis

* Research differences:

* Psychologists: Focus on individual behaviors: little interest

                            in culture / social organization of behavior



         conformity (Asch)

                            interpersonal attraction 

                            attributions of causality 

         
        

aggression



         altruistic behavior



         impact on behavior



         obedience (Milgram)

* Sociologists: Similar topics/ focus on broader phenomena



         social roles



         processes/contexts of socialization



         social movements



         collective behavior



         deviance/social control



         self and identity



         social psych. of health, work, + social mobility

* Key example:  Socialization:




 (1) Psychologists: How people learn 




 (2) Sociologists: Contexts where learned

* No purpose in arguing which is better: 




Common/different goals




Much of value in both

* However, limits to psychological explanations:




Often culture bound/ethnocentric



          Ignore social frameworks/ contstraints

* Symbolic Interactionism: 




Key sociological approach to social 



          psychology

                 

Paradoxical relationship between

                             individual and society




Dismisses biological drives/ instincts




in favor of learning

* Link between society and Culture:




Structural/cultural theorists: 


      

                 
          - routine/ repitition/ determination




- focus on persistence of cultural/ social

                               patterns (e.g. social class)




- limitation = explaining social change

 * Need for a theory of action:




- explaining both regularities and change

                 

- passive and active agents

Symbolic Interactionism = a theory of action.




What is Symbolic Interactionism?
* Symbolic Interactionism (S.I.) is a sociological perspective on social psychology emphasizing meaning, reflection, and coordinated action by self-aware, interacting individuals:

- Humans are portrayed as "acting" as opposed to "acted upon." (i.e. are not simply passive, robot-like entities);

- People interact with each other, and society is composed of the interaction of such active individuals;

- Individuals and society are both constantly changing in the process of interaction.

* The basic assumptions of S.I.:
(1) Humans live in a symbolic world of learned meanings;

(2) Symbols arise in the social process and are shared;

(3)Symbols have motivational significance;

(4) The mind is a functional, volitional, teleological entity serving the interests of the individual;

(5) The self is a social construct;

(6) Society, like mind and self, is a linguistic or symbolic construct arising out of the social process;

(7) Sympathetic introspection is a mandatory mode of inquiry.


The Intellectual Roots of Symbolic Interactionism:
(1) Evolutionism: 




  Darwin: process giving rise to different forms;




               interaction between organisms and environment;

                               Bergson: emergent evolutionism;

(2) The Scottish Moralists: 




   David Hume: “sympathy”




   Adam Smith: “the impartial spectator”

(3) German Idealism: 




  Kant; Fichte; Schelling and Hegel:




 -  importance of individual vs. determinism;




 - controversy over fixed vs. variable structure of mind

                                thought, and perception; 

  Wundt: the centrality of gesture linking language and  

  action.

(4) The Hermeneutic (Interpretive) Tradition: 




   Dilthey: subject matter of social sciences conscious/

                                             needs different methods; 




   Weber: verstehen and positivism; 




   Simmel: ongoing social processes/ forms of association.

(5) Functional Psychology: 

James and Dewey: Focus on language, action, adaptive behavior;                                 plasticity of instinct

mind = function instead of structure.


(6) American Pragmatism: 



Pierce, James and Dewey: 



-truth emerges in practical outcomes;

                   -truth not absolute, but relative to needs/interests; 



- ideas true if they work in environment



- truth is actively created in interactions



- consequences paramount, not logic/consistency



-truth for collective/verifiable vs. for individual/

                    meaningful.





George Herbert Mead: 
* Intellectual link between pragmatism, other factors  and social psychology;

* Widely recognized by sociologists for theory of mind linking evolution, conduct and society;

* According to Mead:


- Intelligence emerges from evolution


- Mind=integral aspect of behavior (avoids dualism)

- Organisms capacities emerge in active interaction with environment, 

  affecting both

* Contrast with Instinct Theories: 


- Explained mind and social conduct in terms of instincts


- Unable to explain variety and complexity of human conduct


- Unable to explain novelty

* Contrast with Behaviorism (Watson; Skinner):


- Argues strict attention to what scientists can observe in stimuli and              behavior


- Argues that behavior is learned/ need to discover laws


- Avoided concept of mind as irrelevant/ unobservable
 


- Mead liked emphasis on behavior, but argued mental events are also              behavior/ we can talk about these

- Mead felt behaviorism too individualistic/ not enough focus on    coordinated social acts/ meanings


- Ultimately behaviorist explanations too restricted/ miss too much.

* Mead on origins of Mind:


- Organisms exist in association with each other


- Animals: conversation of gestures (e.g. dogs baring teeth/ aggression/

            stimuli-response)

- Humans: difference is language: vocalizations precede and proceed     from acts

- Symbols arouse in person same response as they do in others (e.g.    “Fire!”)

- Creation of common attitude creates possibility of control/ foresight/     planned actions


- Use of common symbols conditions consciousness of self

- Capability of seeing/ acting toward self as object just as towards    others

*Ultimately:


- Mead’s work a significant milestone in human understanding;

- Focuses on explaining human conduct on basis of scientific    observations


- Admits inner experiences as capable of communication / observation


- Humans seen as creatures evolution has provided self-control


- Puts mind, self and society at centre stage

* Next class:


- Compare S.I. with other social psychological approaches

