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1. INTRODUCTION
 

   The purpose of this course is to introduce students to a variety of issues relating to social interaction. As a foundational course in sociological social psychology, students will be introduced to theoretical and empirical work from a symbolic interactionist perspective. Topics covered will include the interrelationship between symbols, objects, acts and the self; issues of  identity, self-esteem and motivation; the definition of the situation, self-presentation, emotion and the formation of conduct; social psychology and the social order; social psychological approaches to deviance; and the significance of social psychology for the understanding of mental disorder. 
 

 

 

2. CLASS METHOD

 

   The class will be conducted through lectures, readings and discussion. It is important to keep up with the reading and to seek clarification of it in or out of class. As well, my lectures do not always stick to the assigned readings, and will be on the exams, so they should be attended to get the most out of this class. 

 

 

 

 

3. EVALUATION AND REQUIREMENTS

 

(i) Mid-Term Examination (30%)
 

The mid-term examination will cover both lectures and readings. It will consist of a choice of different types of questions and be written in class on Tuesday, October 23.
 

(ii) Term Paper (40%)
 

A 10 page term paper on a select topic will be due in class on Thursday, November 1. Details will be distributed in class. 
 

      (iii) Take-Home Assignment (30%) 
 

      This assignment will be handed out on Thursday, November 1 and be due on Thursday, 

      November 29. It will consist of a choice of essay questions in which you must demonstrate 

      your understanding of both the material covered in class and your own additional research on 

      select social psychological topics. 

 

 

4. LATE AND MISSED ASSIGNMENTS:
 
· A student is, at times, prevented from completing a part of the evaluation by illness or medical conditions of less than five calendar days’ duration. In such cases, a student may apply for an alternate evaluation by declaring to me that he or she has experienced such an illness or medical condition. This declaration should be made via telephone or in writing through the student’s @mun.ca e-mail account. This declaration should be made in advance of the original date on which an in-class part of the evaluation is to be held or a take-home part of the evaluation is due, wherever possible, but no later than 48 hours after the original date of the part of the evaluation. If the declaration is made by telephone, written confirmation must then be received by the relevant instructor within seven calendar days of the original date of the part of the evaluation. 

· A student who is prevented from completing a part of the evaluation by illness of at least five calendar days’ duration, bereavement or other acceptable cause, duly authenticated in writing, may apply for an alternate evaluation. This application should be made in advance of the original date on which an in-class part of the evaluation is to be held or a take-home part of the evaluation is due, wherever possible, but no later than 48 hours after the original date of the part of the evaluation. If application is made by telephone, written confirmation must then be received by the head of the appropriate academic unit within seven calendar days of the original date of the part of the evaluation. The following supporting documentation is required: 

 

· For illness or medical conditions, medical documentation from a health professional is required. Students should provide the health professional with a copy of the Student Medical Certificate: www.mun.ca/regoff/STUDENT_MEDICAL_CERTIFICATE.pdf

· For bereavement or other acceptable cause, official documents or letters that support the reason for the request (e.g. death certificate, letter from employer, etc.) are required. 

 
I am committed to facilitating and promoting an accessible, inclusive, and mutually respectful learning environment. Students requiring special accommodation are asked to communicate firstly with the Glenn Roy Blundon Centre (www.mun.ca/blundon) at the earliest opportunity. University policies and procedures pertaining to accommodations for students with disabilities can be found at www.mun.ca/policy/site/policy.php?id=239”

 

5. ACADEMIC HONESTY AND PLAGIARISM:
 

Students should be aware of section 6.12.4 of the University Calendar on academic offenses. Specifically, they are reminded that “plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or works of another as one’s own. This applies to all material such as essays, laboratory assignments, laboratory reports, work term reports, design projects, seminar presentations, statistical data, computer programs, research results, and theses. The properly acknowledged use of sources is an accepted and important part of scholarship. Use of such material without acknowledgment is contrary to accepted norms of academic behaviour.” Information regarding acceptable writing practices is available through the Writing Centre at www.mun.ca/writingcentre. 
 

 

6. TEXT AND REQUIRED READING
 

The textbook for this class is:

 

John P. Hewitt and David Shulman (2011): Self and Society: A Symbolic Interactionist Social Psychology  (11th Edition).

 

Additional required readings will be placed on reserve at the QEII Library. 

 

 

7. WORKS FOR GENERAL REFERENCE

 

Herbert Blumer, Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method.
 

Lewis Coser, Masters of Sociological Thought.

 

Nancy.J. Herman and Larry T. Reynolds (Eds.) Symbolic Interaction: An Introduction to Social Psychology.
 

John Hewitt  Symbolic Interaction: An Introduction to Social Psychology.

 
Judith A. Howard and Peter L. Callero (Eds.) The Self-Society Dynamic: Cognition, Emotion and Action.
 

Theodore D. Kemper (Ed.) Research Agendas in the Sociology of Emotions.
 

Jerome G. Manis and Bernard N. Meltzer, Symbolic Interaction: A Reader in Social Psychology.
 

Bernard N. Meltzer, John W. Petras, and Larry T. Reynolds, Symbolic Interactionism: Genesis, Varieties and Criticism.
 

Vernon Pratt, The Philosophy of the Social Sciences.

 
Robert Prus, Symbolic Interaction and Ethnographic Research.

 
Chris Shilling, The Body and Social Theory
 

G.P. Stone and H.A. Farberman, Social Psychology through Symbolic Interaction.
 

R.A. Wallace and A. Wolf, Contemporary Sociological Theory.

 
 
   Commentaries on, and discussion of, the works of individual authors considered in the class will be suggested as appropriate.

 
 

 

8. CLASS SCHEDULE  

 


Sept 6: 
Orientation/Introduction
 


Sept 11:
Social Psychology and Symbolic Interactionism
 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 1-8

 


Sept 13:
Other Theoretical Approaches

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 9-29

 


Sept 18:
The Early Interactionists

 




Read Meltzer, Petras and Reynolds pp. 1-52.

 


Sept 20:
The Chicago and Iowa Schools

 




Read Meltzer, Petras and Reynolds pp. 55-67.

 


Sept 25:
Basic Concepts 1: Symbols, Objects, Acts, and Social Acts

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 32-45

 


Sept 27:
Basic Concepts 2: Self, Roles, and Definition of the Situation

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 45-58

 


Oct 2:

Identity, Social Settings and the Self 1: Socialization and Impression Management

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 61-75 




Meltzer, Petras and Reynolds, pp. 67-75

 


Oct 4:

Identity, Social Settings and the Self 2: Identity and Self Image 1

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 75-91

 


Oct 9:

* Fall Term Break: No Class *

 


Oct 11:
Identity, Social Settings and the Self 3: Individuality 1

 




No readings

 


Oct 16:  
Identity, Social Settings and the Self 4: Individuality 2

 




No readings
 


Oct 18:
The Self and Motivation 

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 92-101

 


Oct 23:       
*Mid-Term Exam*
 


Oct 25:
The Self and Social Order

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 102-113
 

 


Oct 30:
The Definition of the Situation

 




Read 
Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 116-132           

Nov 1:

Aligning Actions, Emotion and Constraints

 

                                    Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp. 132-150     
 




* Term Papers Due Nov 1*




* Take Home Assignments Distributed*

 


Nov 6:

Further Thoughts on Emotion

 




No Readings

 


Nov 8-13:
Understanding and Constructing Social Order

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp.153-179

Nov 15:
Applications of Symbolic Interactionism 1: Deviance 1

 




Read Hewitt and Shulman, pp.181-198

 


Nov 20:
Applications of Symbolic Interactionism 2: Deviance 2

 




No Readings

 


Nov 22:
Applications of Symbolic Interactionism 3: Mental Disorder 1

 




No Readings

 


Nov 27:
Applications of Symbolic Interactionism 4: Mental Disorder 2

 




No Readings
 


Nov 29:
Concluding Remarks
 


*Take Home Assignments Due November 29*  

 

 
